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BY KATIE SWEENEY HauteTRAVEL

IN LIVING 
COLOR
The Bahamas’ Abaco Club  
is the ultimate destination  
for barefoot luxury

ON THE RIDE FROM MARSH HARBOUR AIRPORT TO THE ABACO CLUB 

on Winding Bay the driver offers guests a bottle of water. If you are thirsty 

and accept the courtesy, you’ll be handed a plastic bottle branded with 

the club’s logo and trademark parrot. There is nothing out of the ordi-

nary with the exchange or the water bottle—except its color. The plastic 

is tinted a brilliant turquoise and foreshadows what is to come. After a 

25-minute ride, where the driver is on the wrong side of the street—the 

club is on an island in the Bahamas, which was once a part of England’s 

Commonwealth, with UK driving customs—you arrive at the entrance to 

The Abaco Club. 

An estate home at The Abaco Club
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Here, you’ll discover spectacular seaside views with 

the turquoise Atlantic Ocean stretching as far as the eye 

can see, until it becomes one with the cloudless blue 

sky. If blue is the star of The Abaco Club show, green 

is the supporting actor. Emerald palm fronds sway with 

the breeze, tropical trees dot the property, and the golf 

course—the grass shades of lime, shamrock, and kelly 

green—serves as a stunning natural backdrop. 

Coming from San Francisco, where the gray fog, gray 

Bay, gray concrete hills, and gray skyscrapers mute the 

senses, The Abaco Club is like experiencing the world 

in color for the first time, everything is vibrant and 

fresh. The community sits on a 600-acre private pen-

insula. It isn’t a resort that is open to the public, but 

rather a private sporting club with a Scottish-style golf 

course, 2.5-mile white sand beach, and 92 residences 

varying in size. 

Like many destinations in the Bahamas, members 

navigate the club by golf cart. The larger estate homes 

sit on a hill that overlooks the Donald Steel and Tom 

Mackenzie-designed golf course and Atlantic ocean. 

These grand properties have four or more bedrooms, 

expansive decks with private pools, and fully equipped 

kitchens. One of the things that make Abaco Club 

unique is that no two residences are exactly alike. Lots 

are available, and interested parties can craft their 

The Cliffhouse swimming pool 

This luxe residence could be your new home away from home
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dream tropical escape from the ground up. Wooden platforms dot the land-

scape illustrating what the views would look like if a home were built on that 

specific plot.  

Smaller homes—two- and three-

bedroom villas—with views of the 

bay or golf course are also avail-

able. Like the estate homes, these 

airy, spacious cottages come fully 

furnished and ready to move in. 

High ceilings and wall to wall win-

dows bring the outdoors in. State 

of the art appliances ensure that 

homeowners can cook a feast and 

then enjoy it on the deck at sun-

set. The lowest tier of residences 

are one-bedroom cabanas that 

border the golf course. These oc-

tagonal-shaped rooms each have 

a small kitchenette, private patios, 

king-size four-poster bed, and an 

intimate living area. 

Whether you select an estate or a cabana, you won’t be disappointed with 

the club’s lodging. Everything is modern, air-conditioned, and, with a house-

keeping team servicing each residence daily, impeccably clean. Although it is 

not a hotel, in many ways, Abaco Club operates as a five-star establishment. 

The concierge is there to assist with every whim and desire. Want your fridge 

stocked with local beer and the ingredients to make guacamole upon arrival? 

Need a tee time for the following morning? Desperate for a massage to help 

you unwind from the long flight? 

Interested in heading to the local 

pub for a rum punch? Looking to 

catch fresh tuna or mahi-mahi? The 

expert staff can arrange anything 

and everything. Or if you prefer to 

lounge on the beach and soak up 

the sun, you can do that too.

Several watersport shacks dot 

the beach and amenities like stand-

up paddle boards, kayaks, and snor-

keling gear are always available to 

members. Plush lounge chairs with 

terry cloth towels are arranged un-

der thatched roof umbrellas along 

the sand. Flippers, the club’s lively 

beach bar, delivers mojitos and 

piña coladas to sunbathers. Flip-

pers, which is part Tiki hut, part outdoor cafe, and part family meeting center, 

also serves hearty tropical-inspired fare for breakfast and lunch daily. Indulge 

in grilled grouper tacos, fried conch fritters, or spiny lobster rolls. Certain eve-

nings of the week, Flippers is open for themed buffet dinners—Mexican night, 

HauteTRAVEL
The guest bedroom

The beach at night

The golf course has gorgeous bay views
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A view of the club’s beach from the water

Sunset is the most beautiful time of day at The Abaco ClubThe Cliffhouse infinity pool 
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Inside the Cliffhouse restaurant 

Flippers beach bar PH
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Bahamian barbecue, and build-your-own burger—with 

the bar serving drinks nightly until 11 p.m. 

When Flippers isn’t serving dinner, The Cliff House, 

The Abaco Club’s fine-dining establishment is open. 

This welcoming restaurant is at the top of the property 

and has views of the ocean. Diners can look forward to 

elegant preparations of local poultry and imported beef, 

pork, and lamb—but seafood is where The Cliff House 

shines. Ahi tuna tartare is paired with a tangy sesame-

ginger vinaigrette, crab and prawns are piled high atop 

buttery pappardelle, and seared scallops are nestled 

into a delicious curried parsnip puree. Dessert lovers 

will go crazy for the housemade ice cream—the coconut 

flavor is excellent. 

Besides sunning, sailing, and savoring scrumptious 

cuisine, one can while away the day with a variety of 

pursuits at The Abaco Club. There is a fitness center, 

tennis courts, spa, swimming pool, bicycles, and golf. 

The club is in expansion mode, and a brand new beach 

facility with oceanfront residences is coming soon. If 

you’re in the market for a vacation getaway, consider 

The Abaco Club. It’s the perfect place to add a little bit 

of gorgeous color to life. 

HauteTRAVEL

Bahamian paradise The Aurora House at the Abaco Club

The golf course
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